
 

 

The Informing Feathers 
November 7, 2017 Issue 2  

Welcome to the 2nd Edition of our school newsletter! 
Our team is dedicated to giving you past, current, and 

future information about Miller Middle School, in 
Riverside, and even Worldly happenings!  

 Macaw Happenings 
by Isabella Hernandez, Katie Beckum, Kadence Knudsen, and Camden DeWitt 

Since it’s the month of 
November that means 
that Thanksgiving is 
coming up. We will be 
on Thanksgiving break 
starting November 20th 
and ending November 
27th. 
 
 
 
,

 

The Halloween 
costume dance has 
come and gone, here 
are some pictures the 
yearbook crew took: 
picture 

 

 

This month we chose 
clubs. Some of those 
clubs were Art 
Club,Clay Club, 
Drama, Silent Reading 
Club, Girls Who Code, 
Gaming Club, Coding 
for Boys, GSA, 
Christian Club, Mindful 
Meditation, Global 
Discussion, 100 Mile 
Club, Volleyball club, 
Outdoor Club and, 
Personal Finance Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 
Also quarter 1 has 
ended on October 27. 
Quarter 2 began on 
October 30. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Last month on October 
25th we had the 
National Unity Day 
where students were 
encouraged to wear 
orange to symbolize 
that bullying is wrong! 
Here are some pictures 
that we took of 
students that really got 
their orange on! 
(more pictures here) 

On October 13th and 
the 20th, we supported 
a good cause by 
wearing PINK.  

 

 

 

 
 

Art Floats project is 
a district wide 
and Riverside 
event.  Schools 
across RUSD are 
painting these 

 

  



 

School Spirit Day! 
On November 9th 
students are 
encouraged to 
wear red, white, 
and blue or 
camouflage.  
Smile for the 
cameras!  

 

 

 

 

 

ginormous 
inflatable balls 
and they will be 
floating in the 
lake at Fairmount 
Park.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Worldly Happenings 
By: Isabel Leyva and Abby Flojo 

 The Winter Olympics are coming up! Get your hot cocoa and sit 
back.  This year the Olympics will be held in South Korea. This is the 23rd 
Olympic Winter Games, known as the Pyeongchang 2018. This will take 
place on February 9th, 2018 until February 25th, 2018 (16 days). There will 
be 102 events in 7 sports. For more information go to 
https://www.olympic.org/pyeongchang-2018 

The World Series was here and now it’s gone.  It got very 
competitive! Who were you rooting for? Congratulations to our local 
Dodgers for making it to the 7th game in the World Series and 
congratulations to the Houston Astros for winning.  What a series it was! 

The fires that have been happening keep spreading throughout 
California. The Napa Valley fire happened over night spreading 
rapidly causing locals and local areas around to evacuate. In 
California there were more than 15 fires. These fires have spread 
over 220,000 acres going at the speed of 15-25 mph and destroyed 
about 5,700 buildings. The fires also helped to made the cold 40 
degrees nights go up all the way to the 80s.  

A tragedy that happened was the Puerto Rican hurricane, Maria.   It 
mainly happened in San Juan. This hurricane in Puerto Rico made 
them lose most of their power and left them with no running water. 
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Elective Spotlight/Club Spotlight 
BY: Marina Smalley, Bianca Magana ,and Angelie Landar  

               Band 

Mr. Salyers  

1. How long have you been teaching band? 

   “I have been teaching for 39 years.” 

2. Why did you start teaching band?  

   “It started in high school. I was one of those students who went to school 
because of music. I didn’t really care about the other things. So I knew that 
was what I was probably gonna do for a career. So I got out of high school, 
went to college and I kind of knew that’s what I was gonna do.” 

    3. What is your favorite instrument? 

“Favorite instrument? Well I’m a trumpet player, my major in high school was 
trumpet. I had a double major in trumpet and piano.” 

 4. What college did you go too? 

 

  



 

 “Indiana State University.” 

5. What instrument is the hardest to play? 

“What’s the hardest to play? Oh, I would say trumpet.” 

 6. Did you teach band at any other schools? 

  “My first year teaching was at Los ALamitos Middle School  I also taught at 
Grants High School, Waukomis High School, Enid High School, Quitman High 
School, Arlington High School, Ramona High School, Baldwin Park High School, 
and our school.” 

 7. What’s your favorite part about band? 

“Oh, performing, I like to get the students ready and prepared to be in front of 
the audience.” 

     Sports Club 

Mr. Jones  Mrs. Squire  

1. What activities do you do for sports club? 
“Wow, we play bombardment, we do basketball, volleyball, soccer, and softball. 
We also play kickball.  Sometimes we play pickleball.  We do ultimate frisbee. 
We do all kinds of different sports.” 

“Bombardment, ultimate frisbee, softball, and basketball.” 

 

  



 

2. How long have you been hosting sports club? 

“I don’t know exactly but I think it has been about five years or so.” 

“I did not teach the sports club last year, I did soccer club last year. But this year 
and the year before that I did it.” 

3.    How many kids are usually in your club? 

“.We usually max out at 35 and if there is another teacher then they have 
another 35.” 

“Thirty five, but we combine Mr.Jones class. So there are 70 students out there.” 

4. What else do you teach at Miller?  

“I teach physical education.”  

“I teach Math 7 and Accelerated Math 7.” 

5. What made you wanna do sports club? 

“ I love sports, and that is one of the reasons I’m in physical education. I wanted to 
provide an opportunity for kids to be able to play different sports outside.”  

“I love sports, I love math, and I love sports. So I like being able to get out of the 
classroom and do something else for the day.”  

 6. What other teachers help you in sports club? 
“ Mrs.Squire also teaches it, Mrs. Castillo taught it last year.” 

“Mr.Jones.”  

  

 7. What sports did you do yourself? 

“ I played baseball, football in college, basketball in high school, volleyball, and I 
played golf.” 

“Soccer, then soccer, and then soccer, and soccer.”   

 

  



 

8. What college did you go to? 

“ I went to Sacramento State university.” 

“I did my undergrad at Weber State University, which is in Utah.  I did my 
masters at Cal State.“ 

Clay Club 

Mrs. Green /Mrs.Reese  

1. What do you do in clay club? 

“In clay club we make projects like a slab project and a hollow ball ,things that you 
make with your hands. We don’t use a lot of tools.  We work to get everyone 
set up to be ready to take ceramics in high school and to be able to make 
better stuff in high school.”  

“We teach the basics of ceramic art. By basics i mean we teach how to hand build 
art pieces, design clay, and how to work with different types of clay. “ 

2. Why did you decide to start teaching clay club? 

”The school was built with a kiln, and no one was using it. The teachers were 
asked if anyone knows how to use a kiln.  I said I do or I’ll learn. I actually 
didn’t know how to use it and so I learned.  I decided to have a clay club.  It 
sounded like fun because it’s one of my hobbies and I was like... I get to have 
fun during seventh period everyday..” 

“I was a ceramic artist in college, since I was 18. I have been doing this for 28 
years.” 

 

  



 

3. What’s your favorite thing about clay club? 

“Getting to see different kids be creative in ways I would not have ever thought of 
and seeing them make projects that are so much better than anything I could 
do.  It’s really fun.” 

“Seeing the kids create something, they imagine they could do.” 

4. What kinds of things do you make? 

“Things that are made out of clay that you can eat out of or could be permanent, 
we make christmas ornaments and holiday ornaments or winter ornaments, 
bowls, just things that are hard, glazed and permanent.”  

“ Hollow balls, slab pieces, holiday ornaments, teacher appreciation, pinch holes, coil 
pots, and free choice.” 

 

5. How long have you been doing clay club? 

“ I’m gonna say seven years. ”  

“I have been teaching clay club for four years”. 

6. Do you make stuff everyday? 

“ We usually have one day for homework,  In the past I shared a room with 
Mrs.Reese. So then that means we have two days of clay club, and two days 
of homework. So we’ll do one day of homework and one day of demos. The day 
of demos is also a day that students can do typing practice if we don’t have a 
demo that day.” 

“Always working on something.” 

7. What college did you go to? 

“ I went to Riverside Community College, Cal Poly Pomona, and Cal Baptist. I took 
ceramics when I was in RCC and at Cal Baptist, but I didn’t at Cal Poly 
Pomona.   

“RCC, Cal State San Bernardino, UCR, National university, and OCC.” 

 

  



 

 

 

  
                            By: Sonia Garcia and Julian Caicedo  

 
Hello everyone. Some important facts about your health are down 

below. 
 

● Allergy season is here so be prepared. 
● Remember it’s important to wash your hands after using the restroom 

to prevent germs from spreading. 
● Exercising a few minutes a day helps you stay active.  
● A healthy diet consists of plant-based and animal-based foods that 

provide nutrients. These nutrients help strengthen your body. 
● It is very important to get a good night's sleep; especially when there 

is a test the next day 
● Breakfast is the most important meal of the day, so make sure you 

eat something healthy to start your day off right. 
● Make sure to drink lots of water to stay hydrated! 
 

  

 

  



 

 
      How An Athlete Stays Healthy 
 

An athlete stays healthy by training and exercising for countless hours. In 
order for an athlete to stay healthy they can’t drink alcohol or smoke. 
Athletes have to eat lots of fruits and vegetables. Also, healthy athletes 
have to stay hydrated. Some of the most famous and talented athletes in 
the world train about four hours every day. The most important meal of the 
day would be breakfast. So make sure to have a good, filling breakfast. 
Specific exercises can be running, pushups, and situps. Athletes put in a lot 
of work. 

  
 

 
 

Entertainment  
By: Tessa Tavaglione, Max Rios, Kaylee Paige, Savannah Florio, and Linzy Dirkswager 

 

  



 

      Recent Movies and New This Month 

 

 
 

Popular Songs 
● Rockstar by Post Malone ft. 21 Savage 
● Bodak Yellow by Cardi B. 

 

  



 

● Look What You Made Me Do by Taylor Swift  
● Unforgettable by French Montana ft. Swae Lee 
● Despacito by Luis Fonsi ft. Justin Bieber and Daddy 

Yankee 
● Feel It Still by Portugal, The man 
● Thunder by Imagine Dragons 
 
Entertaining videos: 
Animals Doing Human Things - YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYJ0F28Dwcw 
 
Go to the website above to view animals doing  
human things!  Have you ever seen your pet doing 
hilariously strange things? Then this is the video for 
you!! 
 
 
Entertaining Sports: 
Have you ever thought about doing a sport? Sports are 
a great way to fill up free time! There are many popular 
sports that you could do that are fun and entertaining! A 
few sports you could do are: 
● Soccer  
● Football 
● Gymnastics  
● Dance 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYJ0F28Dwcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYJ0F28Dwcw


 

● Soft Ball 
● Baseball 
● Cheer  
● Swimming 
These are just some interest and entertaining sports you 

could try!   
 
 

Popular Video Games 
● Minecraft 
● Forza Horizon 3 
● Super Mario 
● Cuphead 
● Reighns 
● Civilizations 
● Stardew Valley 
● The Last Guardian 
● Overwatch 
● Arms 
● Mario plus Rabbids Kingdom Battle 
● Splatoon 2 
● Legend of Zelda Breath of the Wild 
● Star Wars Battlefront 2 comes out this month 

 

  



 

Commercial Costs At 2017 
World Series 

Prices for a commercial spots this year cost 
companies around 500,000 dollars. A commercial just 
a few seconds long can cost an unbelievable amount 
of money. About one hundred thousand people watch 
the annual baseball World Series. 

 

  
 
 
 

 
Meet... 

By: Stacy Steele, Hannah Park, Bailey Reynolds, Ethan Bailey, and 
Olivia Reyes 

This edition we chose to interview  
Mrs. Haegg, Mr. Mejia, Mrs.Bernice, Mr. Malone, Mr. 

Genung, Mrs. Holland, Mr. Schanz, Mrs. Michalak, 
Mrs. Simmons, and Mr. Shaw. Here are some 

 

  



 

questions we asked about their job, and their 
answers... 

Mrs.Simmons-Principal  
1. How long have you been a principal at Miller?  
I’m beginning my fourth year.  
2. Have you ever been a principal at another school? 
Yes, Educational Option Center and an assistant 
principal at Arlington High School. 
3. Before you became a principal, were you a teacher?  
I have been a teacher and a teacher on special 
assignment at Arlington High School and I’ve also 
worked at the district office. 
4. How many years were you a teacher and what 

subjects did you teach? 
For nine years I taught high school language arts and 
the publication class.  
6. What was your first day like as principal of Miller? 
The first day I arrived it was the first day of the quarter 
break, and there were no students. I mostly met the staff 
and spoke to the office staff members. 
7. What are the duties of a principal? 
 Creating a vision for the future of the school, working 

 

  



 

with the staff and the students to make that vision a 
reality, and making sure that the school meets our two 
goals.  These are the  goals that we set : 1.Students to 
meet the standards for each subject area. 2.Students to 
be involved in at least two extracurricular activities, also 
known as “School Plus 2”.  
8. What made you want to become a principal? 
Encouragement from other people.They saw something 
in me and wanted me to become a principal.  
9. What college did you go to? 
I earned my bachelor's degree and master's degree at 
UCR. I also attended RCC before transferring to UCR.  
RCC is a good place for people to start their college 
education.  
10. What degrees do you have to have to become a 

principal? 
You need to have bachelor's degree, teaching credential 
and have taught for three years.  You also need an 
administrative services credential. 
11. How many years did you go to college to become a 

principal or even a teacher? 
It takes four years to get your bachelor degree.  You 
need one year of student teaching and if you want to 
become a principal, you will need additional education.  
A person can go to school for at least a 
minimum of six years.  
 

  



 

12. Were you ever on a yearbook staff while you were in 
school?  

I was the editor of the yearbook at my high school. And I 
was on the yearbook staff for three years in 10th, 11th, 
and 12th grade. When I was a teacher, I was the 
yearbook advisor. I am a photographer, and I loved to 
have the interaction.  
13. And Last but not least, if you had to choose any 

other profession, what would it be? 
Two things, I would be a landscape photographer or a 

professional organizer. 
 

Mr.Shaw ~ Vice Principal  
1. How long have you been a vice principal at Miller? 
This is my 5th year at Miller and my 19th year helping to 
run schools of the Riverside Unified School District. 
I was a vice principal at University Heights Middle 
School for four years, at Central Middle School for six, 

and at Gage Middle School for four years. 
3. Before you became a vice principal, were you a 

teacher?  

 

  



 

I was. I was a social studies teacher for high school. I 
also was a special education teacher.  I taught 
science, ELA, math, history, and was also a teacher 
for English Learners.I also coached football.  

4. How many years were you a teacher and what 
subjects did you teach? 

 About 10 years.  I also taught internationally in Japan at 
a girl’s high school teaching English, social studies, 
and special ed math, history, and science. 

6. What was your first day like as vice principal? 
I was excited. You don't want to make an mistake. 
7. What are the duties of a vice  principal? 
Pretty much everything you see that goes on at school. 

Student safety and security is job one.  From there 
you look at all differents kind of budgets for after 
school activities. 

8. What made you want to become a vice principal? 
I felt like I had a service I could provide for kid and I felt 

when I was a teacher I could make myself better.  
9. What college did you go to? 
I went to Cal Poly Pomona. 
11. How many years did you go to college to become a 

vice principal or even a teacher? 
You go to college and get your bachelor’s degree.  I got 

mine in social studies, which took four years.  Then 
you have to take your teaching credential classes for 

 

  



 

one year. Then I taught and went back to school to 
get my masters for two years.  

12. Were you ever on a yearbook staff while you were in 
school?  

No, I was never on the yearbook staff, but when I was in 
highschool I was really involved and I was in 
yearbook photos a lot. 

13. And Last but not least, if you had to choose any 
other profession, what would it be? 

I would choose to still be a teacher or P.E. I loved 
coaching football. It’s in my DNA.  

Mrs. Haegg  
1.  How long have you been teaching at Miller? 
This is my seven year. 
2. Why did you start teaching at Miller? 
I got an opportunity to teach math.  I always wanted 

to teach at Miller since it opened, so it was a 
perfect fit. 

3. Why did you start teaching math? 
I love math, because I enjoy the challenge of 

answering something I don’t understand. 

 

  



 

4. If you could teach another subject, what would it 
be? 

History. 
5. Did you used to teach at another school? 
 Yes, Palm Middle School, Rivera Elementary, and 

JFK Elementary. 
6. What was your favorite subject in school? 
When I was in school, math was my favorite 

subject. I loved the challenge. 
7. Do you enjoy our school mascot? 
Yes. 
8. What’s your favorite emoji? 
The red heart emoji. 
9. What do you like about your job? 
I love seeing  kids finally understand something that 

they had been working hard to achieve. 
10. What’s the worst part of your job? 
Paperwork. 
11. Have you ever had a hard time being a math 

teacher? 
Yeah, it’s gets frustrating at times;  when my 

student(s) are frustrated, and it's hard to motivate 
them. 

 

  



 

12. What’s your favorite animal? 
Dogs 
13. What’s your favorite ice cream flavor? 
Mint Chocolate chip  
14. When was your best year at Miller and why? 
2013-2014. I had a lot of kids who were motivated 

to excel.  I’m hoping this year will match.  
15. Is there anyone else in your family that’s a math 

teacher or has a job that has to do with math? 
My brother was a teacher at Poly High School and 

recently retired. My father and husband also 
taught math. 

16. As a child, were you good at math? 
I had to work hard to be good at math, because I 

wasn’t naturally gifted in that subject. 
 
 Student: Jessica M. 8th grader 5th period Accelerated Math 

1.What’s your favorite thing about Mrs. Haegg? 
She does not get frustrated or upset when we ask too 

many questions.  She is patient. 
2.Do you enjoy being in her class? 
Definitely.  
3. Do you feel that you learn to the best of your ability in 

her class? 

 

  



 

     There are sometimes where I understand everything 
and understand what she’s saying, but other times it 
can be tough when my classmates are bothering me. 

4. Is math your favorite subject, why or why not? 
Yes, because being able to successfully complete a 

problem makes me really happy. 
5. If you could have her as your teacher again, how 

would you feel? 
    I would love to have her as a teacher again, because 

I know her, but I also like to have the experience of 
meeting new teachers. 

 

Mrs. Bernice ~ Nurse  

1.  How long have you been the nurse for Miller? 
Since we opened, this is our ninth year. 
2. Why did you start being the nurse at Miller? 
It was a great opportunity to be a nurse at a middle 

school. 
4. If you could teach a subject, what would it be? 
I would teach health/science 

 

  



 

5. Did you used to be a nurse at another school? 
I used to be a nurse at Washington Elementary. 
6. What was your favorite subject in school? 
My favorite subject was science. 
8. What is your favorite thing about your job? 
Spending time with you kids, caring for you and 

watching you guys grow up into young ladies and 
gentlemen. 

Do you enjoy our school mascot? 
Yes, and I would be the mascot if the opportunity 

opened up.  
What's the worst part about your job? 
Dealing with throw up. 
When was your best year at Miller and why? 
Every year, has been a good year.  It’s a pleasure 

being around the other staff and students. 
If you enjoy being a nurse, do you enjoy P.E.? 
No, I have nothing against exercise, but I don’t run 

and play ball well. However, I do believe that P.E. 
is a necessity. 

Have you ever had a hard time being a nurse? 
Yes, it's hard seeing a student who is in pain, but it 

also makes me feel good to know that I can help. 

 

  



 

I make them smile or make them not feel alone 
with their medical needs. 

What’s your favorite animal? 
Dogs, because they are very caring animal.  They seem 

to know when you're not feeling well, and give 
unconditional love. Many breeds can be very good 
service dogs. Of course, the dog would be in a 
macaw outfit. 

What’s your favorite ice cream flavor? 
Pistachio nut ice cream and chocolate ice cream mixed 

together.  
What’s your favorite color? 
Lavender 

Who’s the best staff member you worked with? Is 
there more than one?  

There is definitely more than one, and I've been very 
fortunate to have worked with many macawsome staff 
members and students. 

What is your favorite emoji? 
 The poop emoji was my favorite emoji but as the 

interviewer asked which poop emoji I liked, she 
introduced me to the unicorn poop emoji, and that one 
is now my favorite. 

Is there anyone else in your family that was a nurse? 
My great aunt was a hospital nurse. And I'm proud to 

announce that my youngest son received his RN 
 

  



 

(Registered Nurse) licence and my oldest son is in the 
process of earning his RN. 

 

Mr. Malone  
1.  How long have you been teaching at Miller?  
Well, I have been teaching for six years at Miller.  
2. Why did you start teaching at Miller? 
I've always like the idea of teaching and the joy of 

learning.  So, it was just a perfect match.  
3. Why did you start teaching science? 
Science is in everything. And all subjects have 

science in them so it was a kind of overall. 
4.  Did you used to teach at another school? 
No, I've always taught here at Miller Middle school. 
5. What was your favorite subject in school? 
My favorite subject while I was in school was P.E. 

Seriously, it wasn’t even science it was P.E. 
6. What do you like about your job? 
Well, what I like most about my job is just the 

interaction with the students. 

 

  



 

7. What’s the worst part of your job? 
The long hours. I’ve got to put in a lot of hours 

because if I didn’t then you guys wouldn’t be 
interested in learning. 

8.Have you ever had a hard time being a teacher? 
Dealing with some certain kids, but I stay patient 

and just think to myself that tomorrow will be a 
new day. 

9.When was your best year at Miller and why? 
I don’t know if I have a favorite year at Miller 

because there is always something new to do.  
10. Is there anyone else in your family that’s a 

math/science teacher or has a job that has to do 
with math or science? 

Nope, I am the first one in my family to ever 
graduate or even go to college. 

12. If you had to teach another subject what would it 
be? 

Definitely NOT ELA. If I had to teach a different 
subject it would be P.E, and if P.E wasn’t there, it 
would be history. 

13. As a child, were you good at math? 

 

  



 

No, I was not good at math. I didn’t understand 
most concepts of math until I was in college, and 
even then it was confusing. 

14. As a child were you good at science? 
Yes, I was good at science, but horrible at math. I was 

great at biology, but I was not good at anything with 
equations. 

 
 
 
 

Mr.Mejia ~ P.E coach   
 

1.  How long have you been a P.E. teacher at 
Miller? 

Since the school opened and this is our ninth year, 
so I am one of the original teachers. 

2.  Why did you start teaching P.E?? 
I started teaching PE because I like sports and I like 

working with kids.  It’s a fun job. 

 

  



 

3.  If you could teach another subject, what would it 
be? 

History, because I like history and many kids don’t 
know that I taught history the first year the school 
opened. 

4. Did you used to teach at another school? 
Yeah, I taught P.E. at Earhart. 
5.  What was your favorite subject in school? 
When I was a kid I liked history and  P.E.  
6.  Do you enjoy our school mascot? 
Yes 
7.  What do you like about your job? 
I like working with kids on different kinds of sports 

and I like summer vacations. 
8.  What’s the worst part of your job? 
Being outside in the hot or the cold all day. But, it is 

definitely better than being stuck in a classroom 
all day. 

9.  Have you ever had a hard time being a P.E. 
teacher? 

Yeah, my first two or three, because I was still 
learning how to be a P.E teacher. 

10.  When was your best year at Miller and why? 

 

  



 

2011 was my best year, because I had all really 
nice classes and nice students. 

11.  Is there anyone else in your family that’s a P.E. 
teacher  or has anything to do with physical 
education? 

No, I am the only one. I am the first one in my family 
to go to and graduate college.  

12.  As a child, were you good at P.E?  
No, I was kind of a lazy kid. 

Mr. Schanz ~ History 8  
1. How many years have you been teaching  at 

Miller? 
Nine years.  I’ve taught a Miller since the school first opened. 

2. What compelled you to choose this career? 
Teaching. I enjoy working with students. I enjoy 

coaching, teaching, and I really enjoy history. 
3. What makes history enjoyable for you 

personally? 
Two parts: teaching the students, and helping the 

students by answering their questions, and 

 

  



 

watching them improve.  The other part is 
learning about the events that lead up to this day. 

4. Have you ever taught at another school? If so, 
which one(s)? 

Sierra Middle School. I taught World History and US 
History. 

5. What made you want to teach 8th grade? Have 
you ever taught any other grades? 

I have taught 7th grade. I enjoy teaching both, but I 
enjoy teaching 8th the most, because students 
are a little older and we can have more lengthy 
conversations. I like to help them prepare for high 
school. 

6. If you had to teach another subject, what would it 
be? 

P.E 
7. What lesson event is your favorite to teach? 
The Civil War. I like how it affected the United 

States. 
8. What is the most frustrating thing that students 

do? 
Working below their capacity; when they don’t work 

to the best of their ability. 

 

  



 

9. Did you always know you wanted to teach 
history? If not, what other careers did you take 
into consideration? 

I would have liked to be a professional baseball 
player. 

10. Is there anyone else in your family that is/was a 
teacher or has/had a job involving history? 

My father was a P.E. teacher, but also taught 
history for a few years. 

11.  What was your favorite subject in school? 
P.E. 
12. Were you a good student?  
I was a good student. I wasn’t perfect, but I was a 

good student. 
 
 

Mrs. Dyer-ELA  
1. How many years have you been teaching at 

Miller? 
 I have taught at Miller for eight years. 

 

  



 

2. What compelled you to choose this career? 
Both my parents were teachers, and I realized that it 

was something I would enjoy. 
3. What makes language arts enjoyable for you 

personally? 
It’s about storytelling, and I really like that. 
4. Have you ever taught at another school? If so, 

which one(s)? 
I have taught at Gage Middle School, Earhart, 

Mountain View, and I went down to Palm Springs 
and was a principal at a middle school and a high 
school. 

5. What made you want to teach 8th grade? Have 
you ever taught any other grades? 

Middle school kids are fun.  They are old enough to 
understand my jokes, but are still young enough 
to understand that they do not know everything. 

6. If you had to teach another subject, what would it 
be? 

Drama; that was my major in college. 
7. What lesson is your favorite to teach? 
I love to teach anything that i can read out-loud. I 

love “Tell Tale Heart”. 

 

  



 

8. What is the most frustrating thing that students 
do? 

When they let themselves down and do not 
succeed. 

9. Did you always know you wanted to teach 
language arts? If not, what other careers did you 
take into consideration? 

Actor, retail worker, and lawyer. 
10. Is there anyone else in your family that is/was a 

teacher or has/had a job involving language arts? 
Yes, my parents were both teachers.  
11.  What was your favorite subject in school? 
Band  
12. Were you a good student?  
Pretty good, and smart, but I did not do my 

homework, so my grades were not the best.  
 
 
 

Mr. Genung~ Science 8  

 

  



 

1.  How long have you been teaching at Miller? 
This is my second year at Miller. 
2. What compelled you to choose this career? 
It is a career where I can help people, especially 

with information that will help them for the rest of 
their lives. 

3. What makes science enjoyable for you 
personally? 

Learning about the unknown, mixing theory and real 
life situations together.  Science has the ability to 
change the world in positive ways. 

4. If you could teach another subject, what would it 
be? 

Physical education. I love competition and sports in 
general. 

5. Have you ever taught at another school? If so 
which one(s)?  

Yes, Central Middle School and Central Valley 
Charter School. 

6. Were you a good student in school? 
Pretty good student.  I tried my hardest. 
7. Did you know you wanted to teach science at an 

early age? If not, what other careers did you 
consider? 

 

  



 

No, I considered sports management, construction 
management, and environmental science. 

 9. What’s the most frustrating thing that students 
do? 

When students give up before even trying. 
10. What was your best year at Miller and why? 
My best year at Miller was last year, because we 

worked together to achieve amazing things, plus 
it was my only year.  

11. Is there anyone else in your family that’s a 
teacher or has a job that has to do with science? 

 My brother was a teacher.  My dad was a teacher. 
Grandpa was an assistant principal and Mom was 
a teacher as well. 

12. What was your favorite subject in school? 
P.E. and science 
13. Why did you choose to teach 8th grade? Have 

you ever taught any other grades? 
I taught 7th and 8th grades.  Middle school is the 

time where I can make a strong impact on 
students’  lives, because they are discovering 
who they are as a person. 

14. What is the worst part of your job? 

 

  



 

Seeing students hurt each other; physically and 
verbally. 

Mrs.Hain ~ P.E. Coach  
1.  How long have you been a P.E. teacher at 

Miller? 
NIne years, since the school opened. I was one of 

the original teachers. 
2. Why did you start teaching P.E? 
Because I enjoy teaching kids how to be healthy as 

well as teaching kids an active lifestyle. 
3. If you could teach another subject, what would it 

be? 
Science, I have taught science before. 
4. Did you used to teach at another school? 
Yes, I taught at Chemawa Middle School. 
5. What were your favorite subjects in school? 
History and science  
6.Do you enjoy our school mascot? 
YES 

 

  



 

7.What do you like about your job? 
I like teaching kid who think they can't do something 

and showing them how to do it. 
8.What’s the worst part of your job? 
I guess the worst part would be the long drive to 

school. 
9.Have you ever had a hard time being a P.E. 

teacher? 
Yes, when I first started teaching P.E. I taught in 

L.A. Unified School District and the kids were very 
rough and unprivileged. 

10.When was your best year at Miller and why? 
Every year has been my best year and I can say 

that every year I love it here. 
11.Is there anyone else in your family that’s a P.E. 

teacher  or has anything to do with physical 
education? 

Both of my brothers were tennis professionals and 
both taught tennis. 

12.As a child, were you good at P. E? 
Yes, I have always been good at sports. 
 

 

  



 

On The Rise  
By: Lauren, Mia, Kayla  

 
 
This month, trends that you may be seeing around 
school are... 
The first trend is PINK brand backpacks. These 
backpacks are found at the PINK store or online. 
These backpacks have become a school must! You 
may have already seen them around school.  They 
come in a variety of colors and designs. The PINK 
brand also sells clothing and workout wear. 
Another trend that is really popular right now is the 
Thrasher brand. Thrasher is not just a clothing line. 
The brand originated as and still is a skateboard 
magazine that started in 1981.  
The third trend is Rainbow sandals. Rainbows are flip 
flops and are for either gender. Most commonly found 
with a braid on the strap of the sandal or just plain flip 
flops.  These flip flops are unique, because they form 

 

  



 

to your feet the more you wear them.  They also come 
in a variety of colors and styles.  
The fourth trend this month is the Santa Cruz 
sweatshirt which are usually black with the Santa 
Cruz logo. This trendy sweatshirt is  found all over 
school. The sweatshirt is unisex and can be found in 
many different colors and designs.  
The final trend this month is an iPhone 8. The iPhone 
8 just came out and a lot of people are raging over the 
new device. It is water resistant and has facial 
recognition. This new phone is also slightly larger 
than the iPhone 7. 

 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

Sports  

by 
Current Standings for NHL 

 
https://www.nhl.com/ 

Hockey is a sport that is played on ice.  You have  a hockey stick 
and you try to hit the puck into the goal. There are six players on 
the ice in each match. There are five skaters and one goaltender. 
The typical amount of players is 20 on each team. There are 12 
skaters per team. On every team, there are six defensemen and 
two goaltenders. 

 

  

https://www.nhl.com/


 

Player Spotlight~Wayne Gretsky 

 
Wayne Gretzky is the number one player in 
hockey. He was born on January 26, 1961 and is 
currently the age of 56. Wayne Gretzky has scored 
the most goals in the NHL. He has 894 scores. He 
played from 1978 to 1999.  Wayne Gretzky is 
known for all of the records he holds. He played 
for Edmonton Oilers, Los Angeles Kings, St. 
Louis Blues, and the New York Rangers. 

 
Interesting Facts About Hockey: 

1)The first puck used in hockey was made of frozen 
cow dung. 

2)The diameter of a hockey puck is 3 inches. 
3)The National Hockey League (NHL) was founded 

in November 22, 1917. 

 

  



 

4)Wayne Gretzky has 61 records for NHL. 
5)Regulation hockey nets are 6 feet wide and 4 feet 

wide. 
  

Current Standings for MLB 
Go to www.mlb.com for current standings and news. 

 

 
www.mlb.com 

By: Marshall Huynh 

  This season in Major League Baseball, the Dodgers took 
the lead with 104 wins before the playoffs.  In second, we had 

the Indians with 102 wins. In third, we had the Astros with 
101 wins.  The Dodgers and the Astros moved onto the World 
series and after game 7, the Houston Astros won. 

 

Spotlight on Babe Ruth 
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Babe Ruth played on the New York Yankees from 

1920 to 1935.  He is famous for the quote, “It is 
hard to beat someone who never gives up.”  He 
was added to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1936. 
He died in 1948 due to cancer at the age of 53. 

Current Standings for NFL 

By: Marshall 

 
www.nfl.com 

The NFL’s season is very interesting with the Rams 
currently in the lead of the NFL.  There are two 

 

  

https://www.nfl.com/
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groups in the NFL.  There is the AFC and the NFC. 
See the picture below to find out which group 

your team belongs to.  

 

Some players in the NFL started kneeling during          
the national anthem. This protest was started by        
a player by the name of Colin Kaepernick (49ers         
QB)  who is now filing charges against NFL. 

 
NFL Spotlight~Kurt Warner 

 

  



 

 
Kurt Warner was the quarterback of the Rams from 

1998-2003.  He led the Rams to Super Bowl XXXIV 
(34) and beat the Titans.  Later in 2008, he led the 
Cardinals to the Superbowl and won.  He holds 
the seventh place record in the NFL for passing 

yards in a single game.  He was just recently 
inducted into the Football Hall of Fame. 

Current Information for MLS 
click the link below for current soccer info 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

  



 

 
Soccer Player Spotlight-Lionel Messi 

 
The top soccer player in the world is Lionel Messi. He 

was born in Rosario, Argentina. He is 30 years old. 
He has scored over 600 goals in his career. He has 
won over 29 trophies in his career. He has also won 

the Ballon d’0r at least five times.  
Water Sports 

By Brayden Rosa  
 Water Polo 

 

  



 

 
Water polo is a water sport played with a team of 
seven. There are six field players and one goalie. The 
field player try to score a ball in the opposing teams 
cage. Meanwhile, the goalie tries to protect their cage. 
One of the most popular water polo players is U.S.A’s 
goalie Ashleigh Johnson. 

Water Polo Spotlight  
Ashleigh Johnson was born in Miami Florida. She was 
a natural swimmer and waterpolo player, but she 
chose water polo. She weighs 180 pounds, and is 
6-1ft tall. She played in the 2016 Olympics, and she 
earned a gold medal. She is the goalie of the 
women’s U.S.A. water polo team. She is considered 
one of the best water polo goalies in the world.  

 
 

 

  

http://www.usawaterpolo.org/


 

                                  

 
 

RWP 
If you are interested in joining water polo, then look no 
further, because you have Riverside Water Polo! This 
sport can help with your teamwork skills, level of 
fitness, and help you to make lots of new friends! 
Practices are Tuesdays through Thursdays from 5:45 
to 8:00. Join  RWP today! Go to 
https://www.riversidewaterpolo.com/ for more 
information. Join RWP today!  

Water Polo Facts 
● In one game, a water polo player swims about one 

and a half miles. 
● NCAA, the national sports program, has been 

monitoring water polo ever since 1969. 

 

  

https://www.riversidewaterpolo.com/


 

● The Prince of England, Prince William, played water 
polo. 

● The first organized water polo games were in 1877 in 
Scotland. 

● The goalie is the only player that can hold the ball 
with two hands.  

Swimming 
Swimming is a competitive sport where you swim one 
of four different strokes. These strokes are freestyle, 
backstroke, butterfly, and breaststroke. Even though it 
is a competitive sport, it is often considered racing 
against yourself. Any professional swimmer would tell 
you that the greatest achievement is beating your own 
time. Even though the first name that comes to mind 
in swimming is Michael Phelps, there are many other 
great star athletes. One of these stars is Katie 
Ledecky. 

  
Swimming Spotlight 

 

  



 

Katie Ledecky is currently one of the best swimmers 
in the world. She was born in Washington D.C in 
1999. She first started taking swimming lessons at the 
age of six, and she fell in love with the sport. As she 
got better, she began to train at the Nation’s Capital 
Swim Club. She first went into the Olympics in 2012. 
She was the youngest swimmer there. However, that 
didn’t stop her from winning a gold medal! She has 
always been known as a long distance swimmer.  She 
has been swimming in events such as 800 yard 
freestyle. She is one of the best female swimmers in 
the world.  

 

 
 

Swimming Facts 
● The first swim stroke ever invented was breastroke. 
● The Egyptians had holographs of competitive 

swimming, making the sport 10,000 years old! 
● The sport made its first debut in the Olympics in 1893. 
● The inventor of the swimming fins is none other than 

Benjamin Franklin. 

 

  



 

● The first cruise boat with a swimming pool was the 
Titanic. 

Diving 
Diving is a sport of diving head or feet first from a high 
distance. It is a competitive sport, having judges vote 
on the best diver. The judges give points based on 
form and the difficulty of the dive. “Difficult” you might 
ask? Why yes, in diving you do flips, turns, and all 
other types of acrobatics. It is a very challenging 
sport. One of the people in the world that mastered 
this sport was Sammy Lee.  

 

Diving Athlete Spotlight  
Sammy Lee was one of the best drivers in America. 
He was born on August 1,1920, in Fresno, CA. He 
was the first Korean decedent to compete in 
professional diving in America. He won several 
medals in the Olympics. He died December 2, 2016. 

 

  



 

  
Publication Student 

Created Story 
By Eddie C. 

The Shipmate's Diary 
Am I, or am I not falling? Seeing the flames crawling all around me, 

I catch a glimpse of open ocean through a window. The ship is 
sinking. I must escape, for the sea is my only hope. I do know 

one thing, the center of the ship exploded. But how, how did the 
ship explode? The confusion spreads through my mind as I try 
to stand up. Just then, glass breaks from the intense heat of the 
flames. I run toward the now broken window, and I fall into the 

sea not knowing what will come next. 
Once I touch the cold water, I feel relieved. I am no longer in the 
flames, but I can see over the horizon the thing that shot us. It is 
an aircraft. It looked like an airplane but slimmer and made out 
of a cool blue colored metal. The vehicle, whatever it is, hovers 
in the same spot. I realize it has spotted me! I duck under the 

water just as a turquoise beam singes my hair. When I open my 

 

  



 

eyes, I look from below the sea water just in time to see it speed 
away, faster than any aircraft I have ever seen. I surface and 

frantically look around for survivors. I'm screaming as loud as I 
can, trying to overcome the roar of the fire blazing all around me 
from the explosion. Then it hits me, I was the only one near the 

window at the bow of the ship, the only one who could jump out. 
Everyone else was gone! Like two thoughts on a collision 

course, I realize both that I am alone, and this enemy is not one 
that we have ever faced before. I knew I must warn my people 

before it is too late. 
I begin to swim, looking for a ship, a boat, anything! I find a lone 

life boat. I get onto it and I start the engine and head south, for 
home. I have to tell them what attacked our ship and I have to be 
the one to help our nation before we are destroyed. The engine 

stops. Did it run out of fuel or did the engine just stall? I keep on 
pulling the starter and trying to throttle the engine, but it will not 

start. Just when my emotions were starting to take over and I 
was losing my focus, 

losing my hope, a vehicle similar to the one that attacked our ship 
approached my location. It came down from the sky and hovered 
just an inch from the water. I was frozen with fear, trying not to 
breath. I stared at it with dread, when I noticed the side of the 

craft. Something was different. Much like the names on the side 
of our ships and the flags that we fly to show who we are to the 
world, the symbol on this craft was strikingly different from the 

one that destroyed my ship and everyone I knew. 
The top of the craft separates and a hatch opens. I can hear my 

heart beating in my ears as I try to silence my breath, fearing 
what was to come. However, instead of death meeting me when 

the hatch opened, it was a man. He was sitting in the cockpit 
looking at me and he said, “Are you just going to stand there or 

are you going to get in?” I came into the craft and I sat in the 
copilot’s seat and the man asked me, "Can you work the guns?" 

 

  



 

pointing to weapons that looked very similar to what I was used 
to. I nodded my head. He smiled and flipped his face mask back 

down. The vehicle shakes for a little bit and then shoots up 
towards the sky and quickly shifts forward. I feel a little jolt due 
to the fast acceleration. Not knowing what is going to happen 

next, I just stare out the window almost in a daze. Then, I see it, 
the ship that fired at me. The pilot yells to me “start shooting 

boy!” I snap to, and grab the controls. I start to fire at the craft. I 
hit it about twenty times. The pilot says “keep on shooting him, 
his ship is shielded. Once you seep a burst of energy, tell me, 
and I will take care of the rest". I keep on shooting until I see it, 
the burst of blue light. I signal the pilot. He flips around in mid 

air and shoots the craft that destroyed my entire ship. What war 
did I just become a part of? What does this mean for my future 

and for the future of this planet? 
 

Activities Page 
(Games, Puzzles, Fact of the Month) 

 
 By: AIden C., Kylie I., and Suyama K 

 

Fact of the month: In the early Roman calendar, 
November was originally the ninth month of the year. 

Now it is the eleventh month of the calendar year. 
November has also brought us Thanksgiving, Veterans 

Day, and every four years, the U.S. Presidential Election. 
Thanksgiving originated as a harvest festival that the 

pilgrims celebrated after their first harvest in the new 
world in October 1621.  It is celebrated on the fourth 

Thursday of November. Veterans Day is the anniversary 

 

  



 

of the signing of the Armistice, which is what ended 
World War 1. This war was caused by hostilities between 
the Allied nations as well as Germany in the year 1918. 
We thank veterans for their service on Veterans Day.  

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

  



 

  
  

ASB COLUMN 
 

By Brayden Rosa  
ASB has been very busy this month. We have been 
planning events such as Pink Out, Unity Day, and the 
Halloween dance. Our friend the Macaw even came 
out! 

    At the Halloween dance, the Kona ice truck was there 
serving slushies.  There was also nachos, pizza, and 
sweet treats sold.  The money earned from these 
sales go into the ASB account so ASB can host the 
8th grade dance free of charge.  Some of the money 
is also earned to buy decorations and supplies for 
other Miller activities. 
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